
















Curriculum and Instruction

79Rhode Island State Repor t Card

Teaching Practices

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

This table presents high-school data from the annual SALT Survey of teachers. The questions 
contain information about the teachers’ own perceptions of their teaching practices. The 
tables for elementary schools and middle schools are available online at the Information Works! 
Web site, www.infoworks.ride.uri.edu.

The schools are ranked by the teachers’ responses to the fi rst item: the percent of teachers 
who say that they “examine students’ work to guide instruction” at least weekly.

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

Each of the six columns represents a benefi cial and effective teaching practice. You would like 
to see that nearly all teachers engage in each of these teaching practices at least on a weekly 
basis. That is, you would like to see a response that is at or near 100 percent in each of the 
columns. 
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Advanced Placement Exams
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Rogers High School, Newport

Times2 Academy, Providence

East Greenwich High School, East Greenwich

Barrington High School, Barrington

Classical High School, Providence

Ponaganset High School, Foster-Glocester

Narragansett High School, Narragansett

North Kingstown Senior High School, North Kingstown

Portsmouth High School, Portsmouth

Lincoln Senior High School, Lincoln

Burrillville High School, Burrillville

Tiverton High School, Tiverton

Pilgrim High School, Warwick

Cumberland High School, Cumberland

Mt. Hope High School, Bristol Warren

Cranston High School West, Cranston

Chariho Regional High School, Chariho

Toll Gate High School, Warwick

William E Tolman Senior High School, Pawtucket

Middletown High School, Middletown

Westerly High School, Westerly

Woonsocket Senior High School, Woonsocket

South Kingstown High School, South Kingstown

North Smithfield Jr Sr High School, North Smithfield

Warwick Veterans Memorial High School, Warwick

Central Falls High School, Central Falls

Scituate High School, Scituate

East Providence High School, East Providence

Coventry High School, Coventry

Exeter W. Greenwich Jr-Sr High, Exeter-W. Greenwich

Cranston High School East, Cranston

Charles E Shea Senior High School, Pawtucket

Mount Pleasant High School, Providence

North Providence High School, North Providence

Beacon Charter School, Charter

Blackstone Academy, Charter

Central High School, Providence

E-Cubed Academy, Providence

Feinstein High School, Providence

Health Science Technology High School, Providence

Hope Arts School, Providence

Hope Information Technology School, Providence

Hope Leadership School, Providence

Johnston Senior High School, Johnston

The Met, State-Operated

NE Laborers’ Career Academy, Cranston

Providence Academy of International Studies, Providence

Smithfield Senior High School, Smithfield

Textron Chamber of Commerce Academy, Providence

West Warwick Senior High School, West Warwick

Davies Career-Technical High School, State-Operated

Academy of Service, Providence

Adelaide High School, Providence

Block Island School, New Shoreham

DelSesto High School, Providence

Educare I, Providence

Rhode Island School for the Deaf, State-Operated

RYSE, Chariho

State of Rhode Island

School Name & District

Total
number of

exams taken

Percent of exams
scored at college-

level mastery

Percent of
seniors to take

an exam

Number of exams
scored at college-

level mastery

NA: Too few students to report or too few exams taken

Number of
students to

take an exam
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Advanced Placement Exams

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

The College Board created, administers, and scores Advanced Placement (AP) Exams to 
assess college-level learning in 37 subject areas. The College Board works with high schools 
to develop the curriculum for AP courses, which many schools offer to prepare their students 
for AP Exams and for college. The College Board is a not-for-profi t membership association 
of schools, colleges, universities, and other educational organizations.

This table presents data, provided by the College Board, that show how many students at each 
public high school in the state took AP Exams, how many exams were administered at each 
high school, and how many exams were scored at a level that represents college-level mastery 
of a subject. (The exams are graded 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5. The College Board considers a score of 3 
or above to represent “mid-level C performance in college” or above.)

The table shows the number of students who took the test in each school and the percentage 
of seniors who took the test. This fi gure is an approximation, as some of the exams may have 
been taken by juniors, sophomores, or even freshmen. Most are taken by seniors, however, 
and the percentage represents the number of students who took at least one AP Exam as a 
percentage of the number of seniors enrolled in the high school.

The table is ranked by the percentage of seniors who took at least one exam – the number of 
students who took one exam as a percentage of the number of seniors enrolled in the high 
school.

The table also shows the number of tests taken (many students take more than one AP 
Exam), the number of exams with a score of 3 or higher, and the percentage of exams with a 
score of 3 or higher.

Data are not reported if there were fewer than 10 seniors in the school or if fewer than 10 
exams were administered. 

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

First of all, you would like to see that a high percentage of seniors took at least one AP Exam. 
Advanced Placement courses are only one type of challenging academic course, and some 
students enrolled in AP courses may choose not to take the exam. But the percentage who 
take an AP Exam is a good way to measure whether schools offer a challenging curriculum to 
a wide range of students. All students should have access to challenging courses.

You would also like to see that a high percentage of students who took the AP Exams did 
well on the exams. If a high percentage of the students in the high school achieved college-
level mastery, that signifi es that the instruction, at least for the AP courses, has been highly 
effective. 
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Kenneth G. Swanson
Director of the Office of Diverse Learners

31,010 Students
48 School Districts

49 44 48 7157 37 35
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with Honors
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Little Evidence
of Achievement

No Score

Bar graphs may not sum

Percentage of
students at each
performance level

Students with

2006-07: Grade 11

Elementary Schools:

Middle Schools:

Assessment results for

The
State

in each subtest
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to 100% due to rounding.

Bar graphs may not sum
to 100% due to rounding.
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Students with Disabilities

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

These graphs are similar to those on page 16 (Learning and Achievement: Assessments). 
They depict the assessment scores on the last three years of NECAP tests for elementary 
schools and middle schools and the 2006-07 NSREs for high schools.  These particular bar 
graphs show the results only for students with disabilities who are enrolled in public schools. 
“Students with disabilities” includes both those students receiving special-education services 
through Individualized Educational Programs (IEPs) and students with 504 Plans. 

The 100-point scale represents 100% of public-school students with disabilities who 
participated in the state assessments. For the elementary schools and the middle schools, 
the section of each bar above the dividing line shows the percentage of all students with 
disabilities who achieved profi ciency. For the high schools, the numbers in the box below each 
bar show the percentage of all students with disabilities who achieved the standard. 

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

You are hoping to see that all students with disabilities have met or exceeded the state 
standard or have reached profi ciency. The standard is the same for all students statewide—
whether or not they have disabilities.

In addition, you would like to see that students with disabilities had about the same 
profi ciency level (percent profi cient) as students in the state as a whole. If the profi ciency level 
(percent profi cient) for any category of student falls signifi cantly below the statewide average 
for profi ciency, then there is an “equity gap” for that category. These gaps must be closed.
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The two pie charts above present information about the characteristics of the student 
population in Rhode Island. The fi rst chart shows what percentage of Rhode Island students 
have disabilities; it also shows that among those students with disabilities, what percentage 
have Individual Education Programs and what percentage have 504 Plans. The second chart 
shows demographic information about the state’s students with disabilities who have IEPs. 

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

These two pie charts show the dropout/graduation rates for students with disabilities and for 
all students in the state. The graduation rate is the inverse of the dropout rate; together, they 
total 100%, accounting for all (high school) students in each of the categories.

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

The state’s goal for 2007 was a 75.3% graduation rate; the long-term goal is a 95% graduation 
rate (5% dropout rate) or better for all high schools. In addition, the dropout rate for students 
with disabilities should not be signifi cantly higher than the dropout rate for all high-school 
students; if it is signifi cantly higher, an “equity gap” exists within the state’s dropout rate.

Characteristics of the Student Population in Rhode Island

Students with IEPs from various
ethnic backgrounds

Students without

Students with IEPs

Overall R.I. public-school
student population

Students with

 disabilities

Students with
 disabilities

504 plans

8.9%
1.5%

17.3%

0.9%

71.4% Native American

Hispanic

African-American

Asian

White

An IEP is an Individualized Education Program.

80.4%

18.2%
1.3%

Students with IEPs R.I. State Overall

Dropout Rate

Graduation Rate

22%

78%

11%

89%

Dropout/Graduation Rates for Students with Disabilities
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These tables show test results for two categories of students with disabilities—students 
receiving special-education services (IEPs) and students with 504 Plans—plus an aggregate of 
the test results for all students with disabilities. The information is presented by school level: 
elementary schools (tested grades 3-5), middle schools (tested grades 6-8), and high schools 
(tested grade 11).

The tables show, for each category of student, what percentage attained profi ciency (reached 
the standard) on the NECAP exams for elementary schools and middle schools and the New 
Standards Reference Exams for high schools. 

The tables also show the total number of students, including those with and without 
disabilities, eligible to take the state assessments.  

Note:  The number of eligible students may vary slightly from test to test; the numbers 
displayed in these tables are for the mathematics tests. 

Percent Proficient by Category of Students with Disabilities

Number of eligible Percent proficient
in Mathematics

Percent proficient
in Reading

6,399

5,971

428

31%

29%

58%

34%

32%

68%

Elementary Level:

Total students with disabilities

      IEPs

      504s

Total students with or without disabilities, Grades 3-5: 33,903

7,495

6,891

604

19%

15%

52%

28%

25%

64%

Middle Level:

Total students with disabilities

      IEPs

      504s

Total students with or without disabilities, Grades 6-8: 36,070

students (Mathematics)

Percent proficient
in Mathematics

Percent proficient in
English Language Arts

1,929

1,683

246

16%

11%

46%

25%

20%

57%

High School Level:

Total students with disabilities

      IEPs

      504s

Total students with or without disabilities, Grade 11: 11,071

Number of eligible
students (Mathematics)

Elementary and Middle Levels

High School Level



Information Works! 2008

86 Rhode Island State Repor t Card

Students with Disabilities: Alternate Assessment Performance

Mathematics

Districts with 10
or more students
eligible for the
Alternate
Assessment
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reaching proficiency
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WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

The charts on the facing page show the results of the state’s Alternate Assessments in 
2006-07. These assessments are designed to evaluate the progress and programs of students 
with the most severe and profound disabililities, accounting for approximately 1% of the total 
student population.

Most children with disabilities take the regular state tests, with varying degrees of 
accommodations, depending on their Individualized Education Program (IEP) or 504 Plan. 
About 1 of 100 children in the state has a severe or profound disability and is therefore unable 
to participate in the standard testing process. These students take the Alternate Assessment, a 
series of portfolio entries. These items are based on the Rhode Island content standards, as are 
the NECAP assessments. They also have goals that are agreed upon by the student’s IEP and 
caregivers. 

The portfolio might include such items as samples of student work, captioned pictures, 
scripted videotape, or data from the teacher. The teacher develops these portfolios over time, 
not during a scheduled testing period. Each portfolio is evaluated by two trained scorers, 
using 27 standards derived and adapted from the NECAP and NSRE tests and 3 more 
standards addressing life skills appropriate to the child with severe disabilities.

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

You are hoping to see that all students who participated in the Alternate Assessment Program 
achieved the standard, and thereby met the profi ciency goals set forth for them. 

The Alternate Assessments provide information to the state, district, and school about the 
performance of students with severe disabilities and their programs; these assessments give 
parents and caregivers standardized, clear measures of student progress.
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UCAP

DCYF

The Met

CVS Highlander

BEACON Charter

Paul Cuffee Charter

Kingston Hill Academy

The Learning Community

International Charter

The Compass School

Scituate

Woonsocket

Little Compton

Burrillville

Tiverton

Coventry

Cumberland

Portsmouth

Middletown

North Smithfield

New Shoreham

Cranston

East Providence

West Warwick

Newport

Warwick

Foster-Glocester

Barrington

Providence

North Kingstown

Exeter-West Greenwich

Central Falls

North Providence

Davies CT

Foster

East Greenwich

Johnston

Westerly

Narragansett

Pawtucket

South Kingstown

Smithfield

Jamestown

Lincoln

Glocester

Bristol Warren

Blackstone Academy

Chariho

RI School for the Deaf 74
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33

117

154

15

1578

5306

2569

1629

2136

1757

$6,703,889

$10,972,117

$63,300

$10,405,860

$2,312,652

$11,395,580

$2,432,441

$6,227,316

$14,699,691

$28,042,130

$4,831,525

$11,134,256

$14,899,015

$6,554,016

$776,559

$1,844,737

$10,694,044

$14,979,811

$6,051,158

$12,166,999

$81,313,363

$8,657,645

$2,463,394

$37,966,177

$8,206,545

$11,969,478

$22,584,780

$29,455,522

$354,087

$4,499,925

$7,050,875

$7,581,149

$13,754,326

$12,816,193

$5,636,608

$6,699,842

$853,053

$19,823,820

$3,105,458

$193,435

$220,464

$197,770

$123,409

$208,987

$73,291

$45,975

$154,098

NA

NA

Number of students receiving special education services by placement

PK public
school
students

18+ public
school
students

K-12 parentally
placed including
home-schooled

K-12
homebound or
hospitalized

K-12 public
school
students

K-12 students
educated in
separate schools
in Rhode Island

expenditures
Total

0 250 500 750 1,000 1,250 1,500 5,500 State of Rhode Island
$463,634,046 $14,951

$90,593

$22,484

$21,100

$20,647

$20,110

$19,446

$18,856

$18,645

$17,926

$17,670

$17,569

$17,452

$17,224

$16,719

$16,523

$16,325

$16,252

$16,056

$15,397
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expenditures
*Per pupil

(Includes students in the 3
district-operated charter schools.)

special education services only
Per pupil expenditure for*

Students with Disabilities: Placement
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WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT 

This table shows the breakdown, by district, of the population of students receiving special-
education services. There are six groups of students receiving special-education services: 
very young (pre-kindergarten) students, public-school students who are over 18 years of 
age, students who have been enrolled by their parents (or guardians) in nonpublic schools, 
students who are homebound or hospitalized, students educated in separate schools solely for 
students with disabilities, and students enrolled in public schools (grades K through 12). 

Public-school districts pay for the entire or partial cost of special education of each of these 
students. The two right-hand columns show the total dollar amount and the per-pupil 
expenditure for special-education services for each district (and for the state as a whole).

Note that there are two ways to take the census of students receiving special-education 
services. This table shows the complete census. But when reporting the “percent of K-12 
students with IEPs” (see following page, “Students with Disabilities: Least Restrictive 
Environment”), we eliminate from the calculation pre-kindergarten students and students 
whose parents enroll them in nonpublic schools. We do this because pre-kindergarten 
students and students in nonpublic schools without disabilities are also eliminated from the 
calculation of total number of students. 

Please note that there are an additional 149 K-12 students (statewide) who are educated in 
separate schools outside of Rhode Island. Data on these students are not included in the bar 
graphs. The expenditures for these students, however, are included in the total expenditures 
and per-pupil expenditures columns on the right-hand side of the report. 

Please also note that data and expenditures for students with disabilities in the 3 district-
operated charter schools are not included in the bar graphs or expenditures for the districts 
(Cranston and Providence), though the expenditures for these students are included in the 
State of Rhode Island totals. 

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

The per-pupil expenditures for students with disabilities can be affected by many factors, 
including the severity of a student’s disability and the number of students with disabilities 
supported by District funds. In evaluating special-education programs, it is important 
to consider not only the District expenditures on students with disabilities but also the 
assessment results and graduation rates of those students. 

Further Information

For a report on the participation of students with disabilities on the state assessments 
(participation rates and numbers of participants), go to the Information Works! Web site: 
www.infoworks.ride.uri.edu.
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Students with Disabilities: Least Restrictive Environment
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Paul Cuffee Charter School

Kingston Hill Academy

CVS Highlander

BEACON Charter School
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WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT 

This set of bar graphs shows you, by school district, the extent to which students receiving 
special-education services are included within general-education classrooms. The fi rst 
(left-hand) segment of each bar shows the percentage of students who are included about 80% 
of the time or more. The districts are ranked by this indicator—the districts at the top of the 
chart include most or all of their students with disabilities about 80% of the time or more. 

The second segment shows the percentage of students receiving special-education services 
included from about 40% of the time to about 80% of the time; the third segment shows the 
percentage of students receiving special-education services who are included within general-
education classrooms less than 40% of the time.

The fourth segment of each bar shows the percentage of students receiving special-education 
services in the district who are sent to separate special schools, generally on a tuition basis. 
The fi fth segment shows the percentage of students with disabilities who are homebound 
or hospitalized. The sixth segment shows the percentage of students who are educated in 
residential schools. 

Each bar accounts for all students receiving special-education services in the district. At 
the right-hand side of each bar, you can see the percentage of public-school students in the 
district, Grades K-12, who are receiving special-education services. 

Note that there are two ways to take the census of students receiving special-education 
services. The table on the preceding page (“Students with Disabilities: Placement”) shows the 
state and district expenditures for all students receiving special-education services. But when 
reporting the “percent of K-12 Students with IEPs” we eliminate from the calculation pre-
kindergarten students and students whose parents enroll them in nonpublic schools. We do 
this because pre-kindergarten students and students in nonpublic schools without disabilities 
are also eliminated from the calculation of total number of students.

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

What is most important is that each student receives the appropriate education. That varies by 
student.  On occasion, the appropriate education for a particular student means outplacement 
to a separate school. 

Ideally, however, most students with disabilities should have access to the general-education 
curriculum and instruction as much as possible; most students with disabilities learn best 
when they are included in the classroom with general-education students. So you are 
looking to see that your district includes most or all of its students within general-education 
classrooms at least 80% of the time. 

The information on this table is most useful when viewed alongside assessment data for 
the students with disabilities. Are the students with disabilities in the school or district 
performing as well as the general-education students on the state assessments? Are their test 
scores improving over time? Is the school or district meeting its annual targets for students 
with disabilities?
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English Language Learners: Assessments
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English Language Learners (ELLs)

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

These graphs are similar to those on page 16 (Learning and Achievement: Assessments). 
They depict the assessment scores on the NECAP tests for elementary schools and middle 
schools and the 2006-07 NSREs and the 2006-07 Rhode Island Alternate Assessment for 
high schools.  But these bar graphs show the results only for English Language Learners, 
that is, for students enrolled in English as a Second Language (ESL) or bilingual-education 
programs or who have matriculated out of those programs within the past two school years 
(monitored students). 

The 100-point scale represents 100% of the English Language Learners who participated 
in the state assessments. For the elementary schools and the middle schools, the section of 
each bar above the dividing line shows the percentage of all English Language Learners 
who achieved profi ciency. For the high schools, the numbers in the box below each bar show 
the percentage of all English Language Learners who achieved the standard as well as the 
percentage of all students statewide who did so.

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

You are hoping to see that all English Language Learners met or exceeded the state standard 
for profi ciency and are represented only in the top two bands. If the profi ciency level (percent 
profi cient) of English Language Learners falls signifi cantly below the statewide profi ciency 
level, an “equity gap” exists for English Language Learners. These gaps must be closed. 
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Various ethnic backgrounds of
English-language learners

Students in ESL
programs

Students in bilingual
education programs

Program participation of
English-language learners

5,747 (58%)

2,174 (22%)

1,945 (20%) 10.2%

7.9%

74.3%

0.2%
7.4%

Native American

Hispanic

African-American

Asian

WhiteMonitored (exited
program within the last
two years)

Characteristics of English Language Learners in Rhode Island

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

The two pie charts above present information about the characteristics of English Language 
Learners in Rhode Island. English Language Learners include students in English as a 
Second Language (ESL) programs, students in bilingual programs, and students who have left 
these programs within the past two years. The students who have left the programs within the 
past two years are still being monitored as well as tested for profi ciency in English.  

The fi rst chart shows what percentage of the English Language Learner population is 
enrolled in bilingual-education programs and what percentage is enrolled in ESL programs. 
The second chart shows the ethnicity of English Language Learners in Rhode Island.
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WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

This table shows the native language of English Language Learners in Rhode Island. Though 
Rhode Island students speak a total of 75 different languages, only those languages spoken 
by 20 or more students are included in this table. You will note that some languages indicate 
“unspecifi ed.” This means that though those recording the information were aware of the 
broader language category for the student, they were unsure of the specifi c dialect or region 
for the student’s native language.  

Other

Urdu

Tagalog

English, Creolized

Russian

Polish

Korean

Cantonese

Haitian Creole

Vietnamese

Hmong

Arabic

Lao

Asian Language (unspecified)

French

Chinese (unspecified)

Cambodian

African Language (unspecified)

Creole or Patois (unspecified)

Cape Verdean

Portuguese

Spanish
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Native Language of English Language Learners
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Proficiency by the Number of Years in ELL Program or Monitored 
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Less than Up toTotal percent Number of English-

 Too few students to report

Proficiency by the number of years in ELL program or monitored

This table shows the percent of English-language learners who attained basic proficiency in English (reading, writing, speaking, and listening), as
measured by the ACCESS for ELLs test. This test is administered to all ELL students who are enrolled in programs to learn English as well as to those
students who have been exited from these programs within the last two years (monitored students).
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WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT 

In addition to administering the state assessments to all eligible students, RIDE administers 
another assessment, the ACCESS for ELLs, to all English Language Learners. This test 
measures the profi ciency that nonnative speakers have attained in the English language. 

The table on the facing page shows the results of the ACCESS for ELLs administered in 
2006-07 to all English Language Learners. These tests are administered at all grade levels, 
to all students in ESL or bilingual programs and to monitored students (those who left the 
programs within the past two years). 

The results show the percent profi cient on the ACCESS for ELLs, by district and for the 
state as a whole. The table also shows the percent profi cient on the ACCESS for ELLs 
broken down by the number of years since the student entered an ESL or bilingual-education 
program. (After two years out of the program, monitored students no longer take the test.) 

In the right-hand column, the table shows the total number of English Language Learners in 
the state as a whole and in each district.

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

First of all, you would like to see that a high percentage of students in all districts attain 
profi ciency on ACCESS for ELLs assessment.

A relatively low level of profi ciency for students just entering ESL or bilingual-education 
programs is to be expected. Students enter these programs because they are nonnative 
speakers of English. But you would like to see a high level of profi ciency in years 3 and 4, 
when students may have gone through a year or two of ESL or bilingual education and a year 
or two of monitoring. Profi ciency levels may fall off during years 5 and 6. Students in ESL or 
bilingual programs for so many years may be students with multiple educational challenges or 
the districts may be offering programs that are not addressing the complex process of learning 
the English language.





In this section of Information Works! you will fi nd 
data from the SALT Survey of parents and the 
SALT Survey of teachers regarding their respective 
views of how effectively each school strives to 
communicate with and inform families about the 
school system and their children. 

The report also shows what parents and teachers 
think regarding how great a role families and the 
community play in affecting decisions at the school 
and district. 
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Engaging Families and Community: High Schools
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55%
50%
55%

?
45%
50%
65%
60%
45%
61%
58%
46%
50%
42%
31%
49%
47%
47%
67%

?
48%
50%
47%
30%
86%
68%
48%
40%
54%
59%

100%
25%
45%
56%

?
50%
40%

?
53%

15%
38%
31%
30%
13%
78%

?
24%
32%
34%
37%
53%
75%
25%
31%
24%
18%
44%
6%

41%
55%
12%
17%
12%
90%

?
66%
14%
19%
20%
29%
6%

55%
7%

57%
53%
28%
49%
6%

43%
9%

14%
25%
24%
16%
31%
0%
4%
5%
0%

20%
9%

38%
62%
43%
16%

?
21%
50%

?
29%

54%
81%
83%
90%
70%
96%

?
63%
89%
80%
92%
79%

100%
80%
73%
62%
77%
79%
80%
66%
74%
70%
91%
68%
80%

?
75%
70%
59%
60%
71%
51%
82%
76%
94%
85%
94%
85%
70%
78%
69%
67%
83%
85%
74%
83%
76%
54%
60%
50%
72%
66%
80%
64%
86%
58%

?
89%
83%

?
76%

Textron, Providence
Hope Arts School, Providence
Hope Leadership School, Providence
BEACON Charter School, Charter
Hope Info. Tech. School, Providence
The Met, State-Operated
Block Island School, New Shoreham
Davies Career Technical HS, State-Operated
Portsmouth High School, Portsmouth
Johnston Senior High School, Johnston
Times2 Academy, Providence
E. Greenwich High School, E. Greenwich
Blackstone Academy Charter School, Charter
Lincoln Senior High School, Lincoln
Toll Gate High School, Warwick
Scituate High School, Scituate
Mt. Hope High School, Bristol Warren
S. Kingstown High School, S. Kingstown
Woonsocket High School, Woonsocket
Cranston High School West, Cranston
Exeter-W. Greenwich HS, Exeter-W. Greenwich
Mount Pleasant High School, Providence
Cooley/Health & Sci. Tech. Acad., Providence
Tiverton High School, Tiverton
Barrington High School, Barrington
Adelaide High School, Providence
N. Kingstown Senior HS, N. Kingstown
E. Providence High School, E. Providence
Cumberland High School, Cumberland
R.I. School for the Deaf, State-Operated
Pilgrim High School, Warwick
Central High School, Providence
NE Laborers’ Career Academy, Cranston
W. Warwick Senior High School, W. Warwick
Narragansett High School, Narragansett
Smithfield Senior High School, Smithfield
N. Smithfield Jr. Sr. High School, N. Smithfield
Chariho Regional High School, Chariho
Feinstein High School, Providence
N. Providence High School, N. Providence
Cranston High School East, Cranston
Academy of Service, Providence
Middletown High School, Middletown
Coventry High School, Coventry
Burrillville High School, Burrillville
Ponaganset High School, Foster-Glocester
E-Cubed Academy, Providence
Central Falls Senior High School, Central Falls
Shea Senior High School, Pawtucket
DelSesto High School, Providence
Warwick Veterans Memorial HS, Warwick
Rogers High School, Newport
Providence Acad. of Int’l Studies, Providence
Classical High School, Providence
Westerly High School, Westerly
William E Tolman Senior HS, Pawtucket
Educare I, Providence
Newport Area Career & Technical Center, CT
Warwick Area Career & Technical Center, CT
Independence Transition Acad., S. Kingstown
Rhode Island High Schools
Minimum-Maximum Range

School Name & District

Contacts me if
my child does
something well

or improves

Parent
involvement in

school governance
is essential

Responds to my
concerns and

requests within
a reasonable time

Parents and
community are

supportive
of the school

They maintain
positive

relationships with
students’ parents

Percent of parents who say the school: Percent of teachers who say:

0%-72% 7%-78% 16%-83% 25%-100% 0%-90% 50%-100%

2007 SALT Parent and Teacher Surveys

SALT Survey
parent

participation
rates

Inadequate data submitted?
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Engaging Families and Community

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

The Engaging Families and Community tables show both parent and teacher responses to 
various questions on the annual SALT Survey regarding issues of parental involvement and 
communication between parents and the schools. The high-school and middle-school tables 
are shown on the facing and following pages; the elementary-school table can be found on the 
Information Works! Web site at www.infoworks.ride.uri.edu.

The tables are ranked by the percent of children in the school whose parents participated in 
the SALT Survey. 

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

You would like to see a high percentage for each of these columns. 

Parental participation in the SALT Survey is a good indicator of the extent of parental 
involvement in the school. All of the questions, for both the parents and teachers, reported 
on these tables show key elements of family and community involvement: contacting parents 
with good news, responding to parental concerns, involving families in the operation of the 
school.
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Engaging Families and Community: Middle Schools

79%

71%

62%

60%

56%

52%

52%

51%

51%

47%

47%

45%

44%

43%

41%

40%

39%

39%

39%

38%

37%

37%

36%

36%

34%

33%

33%

32%

32%

32%

31%

31%

31%

30%

30%

28%

28%

26%

26%

26%

25%

25%

23%

22%

21%

21%

20%

18%

17%

17%

15%

11%

11%

10%

9%

6%

35%

55%

31%

24%

33%

41%

44%

35%

29%

69%

21%

22%

42%

14%

25%

47%

30%

48%

40%

37%

24%

37%

28%

29%

31%

36%

34%

20%

37%

27%

30%

?

34%

25%

32%

26%

22%

42%

32%

39%

27%

26%

33%

26%

34%

36%

14%

35%

32%

45%

35%

74%

32%

?

47%

10%

33%

32%

68%

74%

58%

72%

70%

37%

63%

68%

78%

69%

63%

79%

51%

70%

48%

44%

72%

53%

72%

66%

63%

66%

75%

70%

54%

70%

50%

75%

67%

61%

?

66%

70%

48%

75%

71%

41%

71%

33%

75%

64%

70%

51%

78%

68%

51%

77%

59%

46%

62%

75%

56%

?

45%

42%

32%

62%

72%

54%

59%

53%

46%

73%

49%

63%

70%

36%

50%

42%

52%

56%

83%

74%

69%

56%

58%

54%

44%

22%

28%

57%

68%

57%

52%

37%

29%

44%

100%

46%

35%

72%

54%

36%

54%

36%

77%

33%

56%

56%

57%

47%

17%

41%

50%

55%

61%

59%

36%

69%

60%

79%

31%

?

54%

80%

71%

33%

65%

77%

9%

39%

74%

77%

50%

53%

55%

28%

63%

10%

5%

46%

14%

18%

20%

20%

67%

38%

65%

14%

50%

21%

58%

53%

13%

100%

44%

29%

4%

79%

32%

0%

41%

18%

83%

39%

41%

6%

57%

25%

39%

37%

18%

21%

13%

55%

27%

20%

14%

28%

?

37%

93%

84%

82%

91%

100%

55%

92%

88%

96%

81%

95%

93%

84%

85%

78%

71%

96%

83%

77%

88%

90%

78%

88%

96%

76%

91%

78%

91%

97%

93%

100%

89%

81%

70%

100%

90%

75%

90%

78%

100%

90%

98%

83%

89%

92%

94%

92%

93%

80%

92%

45%

81%

60%

93%

94%

?

87%

CVS Highlander Charter School, Charter

Curtis Corner Middle School, South Kingstown

Dr. Edward A. Ricci MS, N. Providence

Portsmouth Middle School, Portsmouth

Exeter-W. Greenwich JH, Exeter-W. Greenwich

Oliver Hazard Perry Middle School, Providence

Kickemuit Middle School, Bristol Warren

Broad Rock Middle School, South Kingstown

Paul Cuffee Charter School, Charter

Wilbur & McMahon Schools, Little Compton

Western Hills Middle School, Cranston

Jamestown School-Lawn, Jamestown

North Cumberland Middle School, Cumberland

Davisville Middle School, North Kingstown

Dr. Earl F. Calcutt Middle School, Central Falls

Woonsocket Middle School, Woonsocket

Nicholas A. Ferri Middle School, Johnston

Hugh B. Bain Middle School, Cranston

Frank E. Thompson Middle School, Newport

Joseph McCourt Middle School, Cumberland

Edward R. Martin Middle School, E. Providence

Wickford Middle School, North Kingstown

Riverside Middle School, East Providence

Lincoln Middle School, Lincoln

Samuel Slater Junior High School, Pawtucket

Scituate Middle School, Scituate

Gorton Junior High School, Warwick

Vincent J. Gallagher Middle School, Smithfield

Winman Junior High School, Warwick

Park View Middle School, Cranston

The Compass School, Charter

Westerly Middle School, Westerly

Ponaganset Middle School, Foster-Glocester

Joseph Jenks Junior High School, Pawtucket

Archie R. Cole Middle School, East Greenwich

Aldrich Junior High School, Warwick

Samuel W. Bridgham MS, Providence

Joseph H. Gaudet School, Middletown

Gilbert Stuart Middle School, Providence

Barrington Middle School, Barrington

Alan Shawn Feinstein MS-Coventry, Coventry

Chariho Regional Middle School, Chariho

Tiverton Middle School, Tiverton

Narragansett Pier School, Narragansett

Birchwood School, North Providence

Burrillville Middle School, Burrillville

Times2 Academy, Providence

Goff Junior High School, Pawtucket

Roger Williams Middle School, Providence

John F. Deering Middle School, West Warwick

UCAP, Collaborative

Nathanael Greene Middle School, Providence

R.I. School For The Deaf, State Operated

Springfield Middle School I, Providence

N. Smithfield Jr Sr High School, N. Smithfield

Esek Hopkins Middle School, Providence

Rhode Island Middle Schools

Minimum-Maximum Range

School Name & District

Contacts me if
my child does
something well

or improves

Parent
involvement in

school governance
is essential

Responds to my
concerns and

requests within
a reasonable time

Parents and
community are

supportive
of the school

They maintain
positive

relationships with
students’ parents

Percent of parents who say the school: Percent of teachers who say:

6%-79% 10%-74% 32%-79% 17%-100% 0%-100% 45%-100%

2007 SALT Parent and Teacher Surveys

SALT Survey
parent

participation
rates

Inadequate data submitted?
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Here you will fi nd charts and tables that present 
information about school fi nances and school 
spending. Some of the tables that follow rank the 
school districts based on per-pupil spending. Others 
give information about sources of revenue, ranking 
school districts on their tax capacity and their 
willingness to tap local funds to pay for schooling. 

Some information is broken down so that you can 
see what percentage of expenditures, on a statewide 
basis, is allocated toward particular programs. All of 
this information is essential as school offi cials set 
their spending priorities, which must be based on 
the needs of the students. 
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Property Value Per Student Compared to Tax Rate on Owner-Occupied Residential Property

Central Falls

Providence

Woonsocket

Pawtucket

West Warwick

East Providence

North Providence

Westerly

Bristol-Warren

Newport

Johnston

Cranston

Warwick

Middletown

Tiverton

Burrillville

New Shoreham

Chariho

Coventry

Lincoln

Glocester

Little Compton

Foster-Glocester

Cumberland

Foster

Smithfield

North Smithfield

Narragansett

Scituate

South Kingstown

Portsmouth

North Kingstown

Exeter-W. Greenwich

Jamestown

Barrington

East Greenwich

$0 $10 $20 $30 $40 $50 $60 $70 $80 $90 $100

$13.54

$13.85

$7.81

$12.36

$13.30

$11.38

$11.51

$10.71

$6.96

$12.16

$13.23

$11.79

$11.53

$14.13

$4.42

$15.66

$10.87

$16.32

$10.38

$2.54

$11.60

$10.26

$11.01

$12.75

$15.34

$15.13

$8.34

$11.20

$8.60

$13.40

$12.25

$15.26

$11.86

$9.66

$11.42

$8.18

$0 $200,000 $400,000 $15M

$13,406

$11,375

$15,134

$15,590

$13,217

$11,464

$15,256

$11,495

$17,871

$10,869

$12,322

$15,816

$10,392

$38,302

$12,950

$15,261

$14,240

$12,086

$14,460

$21,643

$11,644

$12,729

$14,811

$15,122

$13,153

$15,846

$18,044

$15,826

$14,594

$13,409

$13,310

$14,700

$12,768

$11,695

$15,143

$14,920

Per Pupil
Expenditure

Data source for property values, income, tax rate: R.I. Department of Revenue, Division of Property Valuation and Municipal Finance

Data source for school spending: In$ite

$2M

Property value per student Tax rate per $1,000 of assessed value of owner-occupied residential property

Tax-Rate
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Property Value Per Student Compared to Tax Rate on 
Owner-Occupied Residential Property

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

The chart on the facing page—Property Value Per Student Compared to Tax Rate—shows 
information about each district’s effort to generate revenue to support its municipal services, 
including its schools. The chart on the next page, Relative Tax Capacity and Effort, shows 
information about each district’s ability to generate revenue compared with its efforts to do 
so. The data are supplied by the Rhode Island  Department of Revenue, Division of Property 
Valuation and Municipal Finance.  We thank that offi ce for its cooperation and help.

The property value per pupil is calculated by dividing the total assessed value for all the real 
property in the district by the average daily enrollment of public-school students residing in 
that district.  The tax rate is set by the local government, expressed as a dollar rate per $1,000 
of property value.  The tax-rate information is for owner-occupied residential property. Thus 
a $10.00 tax rate on a $500,000 house will raise $5,000 in tax revenue. A house valued at 
$250,000 will raise only half that amount, or $2,500. A poorer community, whose houses have 
an average value of $250,000, would have to raise its tax rate to $20.00 per $1,000 in order to 
generate $5,000.

With the exception of the wealthiest communities in the state, homestead-exemption plans 
and classifi ed tax rates have been used to moderate the tax burden on owner-occupied 
houses so that tax rates on owner-occupied houses in the poorer urban communities are not 
signifi cantly higher (and may be lower) than tax rates in suburban communities. The urban 
communities also may tax commercial property at higher rates than the owner-occupied 
residential-property rate.

Note: Jamestown and Little Compton send all high-school students out of district on a tuition 
basis. The high-school students in these two districts are counted as part of the total number 
of pupils in determining the per-pupil expenditures. 

Note: The particularly high per-pupil expenditure in Foster-Glocester was caused by school-
construction costs, which are accounted for as part of the School Department budget. 

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

You will notice the inequities among the 36 districts resulting from the value of their property. 
Municipal salaries, such as those of teachers, cost roughly the same from community to 
community, so poor communities must tax their citizens at higher rates to generate the same 
amount of revenue as wealthier communities. (Note that this tax burden in the urban districts 
falls on owners of commercial property as well as on owner-occupied residential property.)



Information Works! 2008

106 Rhode Island State Repor t Card

Relative Tax Capacity and Effort Based on Residential Property Value

Central Falls

Providence

Woonsocket

Pawtucket

West Warwick

East Providence

North Providence

Westerly

Bristol-Warren

Newport

Johnston

Cranston

Warwick

Middletown

Tiverton

Burrillville

New Shoreham

Chariho

Coventry

Lincoln

Glocester

Little Compton

Foster-Glocester

Cumberland

Foster

Smithfield

North Smithfield

Narragansett

Scituate

South Kingstown

Portsmouth

North Kingstown

Exeter-W. Greenwich

Jamestown

Barrington

East Greenwich

capacity of each district is divided by the statewide capacity and then multiplied by 100.
in the regional school districts, the capacities of the cities and towns have been translated into district capacities.  The tax
Property Tax Capacity:  The amount of taxable property wealth available to a municipality per capita.  For educational purposes

by the statewide average for all municipalities and multiplied by 100.

Data source: R.I. Department of Revenue, Division of Property Valuation and Municipal Finance

Tax Effort: The extent to which a district is taxed in relation to the rest of the state.  The property tax of the municipality is divided
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Tax Capacity and Effort

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

The Tax Capacity/Effort chart uses the assessed property value for the whole state by 
municipality (adjusted for homestead exemptions and for districts whose property values are 
not assessed at 100 percent), divided by the statewide capacity and multiplied by 100.  The tax 
rate is similarly aggregated, divided by the state tax rate and multiplied by 100.  This shows 
how much a municipality can or could tax its local properties compared with how much it 
does tax the local properties. 

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

You will notice that municipalities with large capacities tend to make the smallest efforts.  
Conversely, the municipalities with least capacity tend to make the largest efforts.

A good way of thinking about both tax-related charts (pages 104 and 106) is to imagine what 
it would mean if the bars representing the Effort – in the latter chart – were all the same.  
Imagine moving that Effort bar to 100, which is what the above mathematical manipulation 
does in order to plot the districts on either side of that equalized 100 mark. If the Effort were 
identical among the districts and the Capacity were as it is currently, the tax rates on the other 
chart would have to shift so that all municipalities, rich and poor, were making the same 
fi nancial effort relative to their capacity. 

The poorer districts still have most of the largest class sizes in the state, more buildings in 
serious disrepair, and more students with the highest need for support services.
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In$ite™ Functions (Categories)

Facilities

INSTRUCTION

Face to Face Teaching

Classroom Materials

Instructional Teachers

Substitutes

Instructional Paraprofessionals

Pupil-use Technology & Software

Instructional Materials, Trips, and Supplies

INSTRUCTIONAL 
          SUPPORT

Pupil Support

Teacher Support

Program Support

Guidance & Counseling

Library & Media

Extracurricular

Student Health & Services
Curriculum Development

In-service, Staff Development & Support

Sabbaticals

Program Management

Therapist, Psychologists, Evaluators,
Personal Attendents, & Social Workers

OTHER
COMMITMENTS

Contingencies

Out-of-district Obligations

Budgeted Contingencies

Public, Parochial, Private & Charter School
   Pass-throughs

Retiree Benefits & Other

Enterprise/Community Service Operations

Claims & Settlements

OPERATIONS

Non-instructional 
   Pupil Services

Business Services

Transportation

Food Service

Safety

Building Upkeep, Utilities, & Maintenance

Data Processing

Business Operations

Legal Obligations

LEADERSHIP

Principals & Assistant Principals

Deputies, Senior Administrators,  
  & Researchers (Superintendent's Cabinet) 

Superintendent & School Board

School Management

Program/Operations
   Management

District Management

School-office

Legal

Capital Debt Service

Capital Projects

FUNCTIONS SUB-FUNCTIONS DETAIL FUNCTIONS

In$ite Functions (Categories)



Ensuring Equity and Adequacy of Resources

Rhode Island State Repor t Card 109

In$ite™ Financial Data 

District level school expenditures 

Eleven years ago and in partnership with RIDE, the General Assembly established a detailed 
and informative system of reporting educational expenditures for all school districts.  It 
selected software called the In$ite Financial Analysis Model for Education™,  which tracks 
all expenditures through the local school district to the school sites.  “All expenditures” 
includes expenditures from all fi nancing sources – i.e., federal, state, foundation grants, 
general revenue budget, total food service expenditures regardless of revenue source, and debt 
service if part of the school district’s budget.  

Per-pupil expenditures

All expenditure dollars on the school and district charts are expressed as a per-pupil fi gure.  
The per-pupil fi gure is based on an actual count of students, based on the Average Daily 
Membership of the school or district, regardless of whether the students counted participate 
in a program full-time or for part of the school day. A child, for example, who is enrolled only 
half-time in a program counts as one pupil, rather than as ½ or 0.5 full-time equivalents.

The State of Rhode Island

The expenditures of the State of Rhode Island are computed by adding every district’s 
expenditures and dividing by the total “Average Daily Membership” enrollment for the state. 

Average daily membership (ADM)

Average daily membership (ADM) calculates an average of the number of days all students 
are formally members of a district or school per year.
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Per-Pupil Expenditures Including Other Commitments and Students Served Out-of-District
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Total
Per-Pupil
Expenditures

including
Other
Commitments
and
Students Served
Out-of-District

Data Source: In$ite

Cumberland

Kingston Hill Academy

North Smithfield

Compass School

Barrington

Portsmouth

New England Laborers

Scituate

Learning Community

Times2 Academy

Burrillville

Woonsocket

Coventry

Smithfield

Beacon

Tiverton

Pawtucket

Little Compton

Blackstone Academy

International Charter

Paul Cuffee

Cranston

North Kingstown

East Providence

East Greenwich

North Providence

Textron

Lincoln

Chariho

Westerly

West Warwick

Middletown

Central Falls

Warwick

Jamestown

Providence

South Kingstown

Glocester

Exeter-West Greenwich

Foster

Bristol Warren

Johnston

CVS Highlander

The Met

Narragansett

Newport

Davies Career Tech

New Shoreham

Foster-Glocester $38,302

$21,643

$18,896

$18,044

$17,871

$16,392

$15,916

$15,846

$15,826

$15,816

$15,590

$15,261

$15,256

$15,143

$15,134

$15,122

$14,920

$14,811

$14,700

$14,594

$14,460

$14,240

$14,119

$13,692

$13,409

$13,406

$13,310

$13,217

$13,153

$13,153

$13,127

$13,076

$12,950

$12,768

$12,729

$12,482

$12,322

$12,086

$11,695

$11,644

$11,624

$11,541

$11,495

$11,485

$11,464

$11,375

$11,349

$10,869

$10,656

$10,392

State of Rhode Island

Instructional Support OperationsInstruction LeadershipOther Commitments

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Note: Jamestown and Little Compton send all high-school students out of district on a tuition basis. The high-school students in these two districts are
counted as part of the total number of pupils in determining the per-pupil expenditures. The particularly high per-pupil expenditure in Foster-Glocester
was caused by school-construction costs, which are accounted for as part of the School Department budget.
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Per-Pupil Expenditures Including Other Commitments 

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

The chart to your left shows each public-school district, two state-operated schools 
(Davies and the Met), and the charter schools. The bar as a whole represents 100% of the 
expenditures for that district broken down by the fi ve categories indicated in the legend.  The 
total dollars are divided by the ADM of public-school students on whom those dollars are 
spent to arrive at a per-pupil expenditure that includes everything.  The districts are sorted 
high to low by per-pupil expenditure.  

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR 

We draw your attention to the substantial differences in each district’s Other Commitments 
category to show how the general per-pupil expenditure masks unavoidable expenses peculiar 
to individual districts.  These expenses include costs for district students taught outside of the 
district, debt service for facilities construction and repair, capital projects, retiree benefi ts and 
community service operations such as adult continuing education, child care centers, and so 
on. (See below for specifi c examples.)

Quick defi nitions of the other four major In$ite categories

Instruction includes all face-to-face teaching, substitutes, and all instruction-related 
classroom materials.  Instructional support refers to pupil support, such as guidance, library, 
extracurricular, and health services; teacher support, which includes professional development; 
and program support, which refers to evaluators, therapists, psychologists, and so on.  
Operations includes transportation, food service, safety, facilities, and all business services.  
Leadership includes principals, superintendents, costs associated with school committees, 
legal, and secretarial. 

Examples of Other Commitments

The inclusion of Other Commitments presents the full picture of district costs even though 
the expenses in this catch-all category have little to do with one another.  For example, certain 
small towns (Little Compton and Jamestown) do not have high schools of their own.  Their 
older students are counted as “out of district” because they are bused to other public schools to 
which the district pays a tuition.  Some districts carry sizable debt for the building of school 
facilities, and these costs increase the per-pupil cost. Major repairs or capital improvements in 
any given year will drive up any small district’s per-pupil cost.
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Per-Pupil Expenditures Excluding Other Commitments and Students Served Out-of-District
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Per-Pupil Expenditures Excluding Other Commitments 

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

This chart removes the “Other Commitments” category (and students served out-of-district) 
for a picture of the strictly educational costs within the district itself.  The chart is re-sorted, 
high to low by per-pupil expenditure, shuffl ing the districts somewhat as some of the 
anomalous costs are removed.  The value of the total bar is represented in real numbers over to 
the right, expressed as a per-pupil expenditure.  

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR 

Please note how much one category’s removal makes a considerable difference in both the 
resulting per-pupil expenditure and in a district’s placement on the chart.  Each district has 
decisions and circumstances that might strongly affect one category but not the others.  For 
example, a rural district whose children travel great distances on a bus will have a relatively 
high per-pupil transportation cost; that district’s per-pupil expenditure will seem high when 
the Operations category is included and drop with seeming suddenness when it is removed.

New Shoreham

The New Shoreham district includes only Block Island, where conducting any and all 
business is more expensive than on the mainland.  School lunch supplies, for example, must be 
ferried or fl own to the island, incurring costs beyond the costs to a school to which a truck has 
easy access.  New Shoreham’s costs are high across the board.  

The career-and-technical programs and schools

Career-and-technical education is more expensive than general education because of the 
specialized machinery, materials, shops, and so on.  Districts with their own dedicated 
career-and-technical centers absorb the full cost into the district. Some districts share the cost 
of a career-and-technical center.  Others send their students to one of the two state-operated 
career-and-technical schools – Davies and the Met – which absorb the cost entirely for each 
student no matter where the child came from.  Thus career-and-technical costs appear to be 
unevenly balanced among the districts. 
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General Education Expenditures for Instruction and Instructional Support Per Pupil, by District
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Instruction by Category and Instructional Support

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

This chart removes two large categories, Operations and Leadership, in order to assess 
the costs directly related to supporting the child, the teacher, or the classroom.  This chart 
includes an aggregate of all fi ve Instruction subcategories – classroom teachers, substitute 
teachers, paraprofessionals, classroom technology, and classroom materials – and Instructional 
Support, which includes pupil support (guidance, library, extracurricular, and student health), 
teacher support (curriculum development, professional development, etc.), and program 
support (psychologist, personal attendants, social workers, et al.).  The per-pupil expenditure 
includes all students, in general education as well as programs targeted to specifi c populations 
such as English-language learners and students with disabilities.  This chart does not 
represent 100% of the total per-pupil expenditure, but it graphically shows the actual cost of 
each of the above subcategories.  The chart is re-sorted once again, high to low, by per-pupil 
expenditure, for Instruction and Instructional Support.

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

You are looking to get a comparative sense of the state’s investment, specifi cally in teaching 
and learning, in the child, the teacher, and the classroom.  Bear in mind that district 
educational decisions such as class size, the presence of teacher aides, reading specialists, the 
specifi c needs of their students,  and so on will affect these numbers.  

More questions than answers

These charts are not answers or proofs but merely lenses that offer us fresh perspectives.  
Since we have no standards or ideal expenditures, the charts raise some questions that should 
not go unanswered at the state level, questions such as: Why do certain districts have such 
high costs for substitute teachers?  The way In$ite works is to allocate the money spent on 
substitutes hired to cover a teacher engaged in professional development to the Instructional 
Support subcategory of professional development.  Those substitutes, then, are not included 
in the Instruction category.  The substitute-teacher costs represented in the In$ite Instruction 
and Instructional Support charts apply only to absences due to illness, personal days, and 
the like.
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General Education Expenditures for Instruction and Instructional Support Per Pupil, by High School
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General Education Expenditures for Instruction and Instructional Support Per Pupil, by Middle School
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Out-of-District Expenditures (per pupil)
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Out-of-District Obligations

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING AT

“Other Commitments” is one of the fi ve categories of school expenditures tracked by In$ite 
fi nancial reporting. “Out-of-District Expenditures” is one of the components of  “Other 
Commitments.” The fi rst table on the following pages gives a detailed breakdown, on a per-
pupil basis, of the out-of-district expenditures incurred by each district. 

The out-of-district expenditures consist of four components that do not directly benefi t 
the current students in the district: retiree benefi ts granted by individual districts, such as 
health care and life insurance; tuition for students attending nonpublic schools out of the 
district (students with disabilities in schools and in private residential or day programs); 
transportation expenses paid for students who live in the district and attend private, parochial, 
or charter schools; and other out-of-district expenses such as adult education and community 
services.

Note that Jamestown and Little Compton do not have high schools, and therefore these 
districts pay tuition to neighboring districts for all of their public high-school students and 
they pay out-of-district transportation expenses for their high-school students as well. 

The next table on the following page gives a breakdown of one out-of-district expenditure: 
Tuition. The bar graphs show out-of-district expenditures for special education for students 
with disabilities, career-and-technical education, charter-school tuition, and other tuition 
(notably, out-of-district tuition for Jamestown and Little Compton high-school students). 

Both tables show total expenditures for each district – total out-of-district expenditures and 
total out-of-district tuition – in the right-hand column.

(Note that the per-pupil expenditures show spending divided by the total number of pupils in 
the district – regardless of whether the students are receiving out-of-district services.)

WHAT YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

In general, you would like to see that the district costs are relatively low, on a per-pupil basis, 
although the out-of-district expenses should be seen in the context of all district expenditures. 
The districts are obligated by state and federal law to provide services to students with 
disabilities, for example, and some districts may have no choice but to send these students 
to out-of-district schools in order to meet their educational needs. Districts are obligated by 
state law to provide transportation on a regional basis, as well as to provide textbooks and 
certain nursing services to students attending school outside of the district. State law also 
obligates districts to pay the town’s share of tuition for their students who attend charter 
schools.
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Out-of-District Tuition (per pupil)
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